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With robotic movements, hardened focus, and sharp military 
style uniforms designed by the Dear Leader, the Pyongyang 
traffic girls have maintained safety and order on the capital's 
motorways for over 30 years.

The traffic girls have deservedly achieved cult status, fascinating 
travelers to Pyongyang with their counter-clockwise traffic 
direction routine in the middle of major deserted intersections.

These days the roads are busier, and with recently installed 
traffic lights, the famous traffic direction routines have become 
rarer.  But the Pyongyang traffic girls continue to delight, with a 
smile, wave, or for the lucky few, a traffic girl salute, being a 
DPRK tour highlight. 

American in North Korea
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Traffic Girl 
Facts
The intersections staffed by the traffic police are 

called 'posts'.

!

There are slightly more than 50 posts in 

Pyongyang.

!

Each post is assigned six traffic controllers, with 

the post staffed from 7:00AM to 10:00 PM.

!

The post's six traffic police are split into 2 groups 

which rotate duty.

!

Each group shift is 2-3 hours. A traffic controller is 

on duty for 30 minutes at a time, relieved every 30 

minutes.

!

They work 6 days a week, with Sundays off. They 

also may have to work holidays.

http://www.pyongyangtrafficgirls.com
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The Traffic Ladies uniforms will vary depending on 

the time of year:

!

Winter Season - From November 16th until March 

15th: Blue trousers, blue jacket with fur, fur hat, 

black boots.
!

Spring Season - From March 16th until May 31st:

Blue skirt, blue jacket, blue cap in March and April, 

and white cap in May. Black boots from March 

16th until April 15th.

!

Summer Season - From June 1st until September 

30th: Blue skirt, white jacket, white cap.

!

Autumn Season - From October 1st until 

November 15th: Blue skirt, blue jacket coat, blue 

cap.

!

White boots are worn when it is raining.

!

They may also wear a blue coat during spring and 

fall if the weather turns colder.

http://www.pyongyangtrafficgirls.com
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It’s sad to say but I can confirm the rumors – 

electric traffic lights have been recently installed in 

Pyongyang, and with this bold step into advanced 

technology, regrettably the era of the famous 

Pyongyang traffic girls is coming to an end. 

Legions of cute traffic girls have been retired; who 

will man the intersections of desolate streets? Who 

will perform a robotic dance of traffic instruction 

while ignoring the fact there is no traffic to actually 

instruct? Is this march of progress a worthy 

substitute for cute girls with pouty expressions and 

sexy uniforms?

But all is not lost! Some of the traffic girls have 

been retained to render emergency services during 

frequent power outages. Others can still be seen 

directing traffic at construction sites, manning 

cross walks at busy areas, and some manually 

control traffic lights near the tourist hotels.

American in North Korea

Travel Report
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Social Status 
Besides directing traffic, the traffic ladies are also 

given authority for enforcing traffic rules and 

regulations, and for pedestrian safety. Some posts 

are equipped with auto repair toolkits and 

pedestrian safety information.

!

PTGs enjoy elevated status in the DPRK, and they 

also receive better pay and privileges than the 

average citizen. It is reported that the government 

provides them 300 grams more food per day than 

the average citizens 500 grams. Their monthly pay 

is around 3,500 North Korean Won, which roughly 

translates to 20 euros - about $30 US dollars. 

Apparently this is considered good pay because 

the government provides them with free housing 

and medical/health care.

!

Many inside sources report that the PTGs are 

highly desired by the DPRK's male population 

because of their beauty and high status, and 

competition for their affection is said to be fierce.

!

After their service expires, they are given 

preference for post-graduate studies and/or career 

selection - some continue to work in the police 

profession.

http://www.pyongyangtrafficgirls.com
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Why does the DPRK need to use Traffic Women 

instead of traffic lights? According to the North 

Korean guides, it's the United States' fault! "The 

United States prevented North Korea from 

developing its nuclear energy program, the country 

suffered from a chronic shortfall of electricity. 

Therefore, the Controllers act as human traffic 

lights, since the use of similar electricity would be a 

waste. "

It is also been said that Pyongyang mainly uses 

female traffic controllers on the theory that the male 

drivers (No women are allowed to drive in 

Pyongyang - they're considered a high accident 

risk) will pay more attention to a beautiful woman.

!

It's clear that the North Korean government has 

come to see their Pyongyang Traffic Women as a 

positive image of their country that they are glad to 

promote - they are aware that the traffic ladies are 

popular with tourists, although it's reported that 

they are a bit mystified as to why.

http://www.pyongyangtrafficgirls.com
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Traffic Girl Ranks 
List as to Pyongyang Traffic Girl rank, with 

probable North Korean pronunciation and general 

Western ranking equivalent name:

!

1. Plain shoulder board with 2 stripes !

= Chungŭp-pyŏngsa != Corporal

2. Plain shoulder board with 3 stripes ! ! ! ! 

= Sanggŭp-pyŏngsa != Sergeant

3. Shoulder board with 2 gold bars and 1 star ! 

= Sowi = Junior Lieutenant

4. Shoulder board with 2 gold bars and 2 stars 

= Jungwi = Lieutenant 

5. Shoulder board with 2 gold bars and 3 stars !

= Daewi = Captain

http://www.pyongyangtrafficgirls.com
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http://americaninnorthkorea.com

http://www.youngpioneertours.com

A special thanks to http://www.pyongyangtrafficgirls.com

An American in North Korea 


